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For the first time in the school’s more
than 160 years, Villa Maria College, based
in eastern NDG, opened its doors to boys
in the fall of 2016.

“We started in September with 64 boys
in the school,” said Sophie Desjardins, di-
rector of marketing and communications,
noting there were 35 in the French sector
and 29 in the English sector. “The re-
sponse was pretty good”

In April 2016, a letter was issued to the
school community explaining the admin-
istration’s decision to become a co-ed
school for the first time since its founding
in 1854. The private school was founded
by the Sisters of the Congrégation de Notre
Dame and provides education in both En-
glish and French to students of the post-
secondary age. The plan, the letter stated,
was to gradually introduce boys to the
school and those girls already enrolled
would not end up in co-ed programming.

“In terms of co-education, Villa Maria
is pleased to announce that it will admit
boys to secondary one as of September
2016,” stated the letter on April 24, 2016.
“It is important to note that current Villa
Maria students will continue their educa-
tion and graduate in girls-only classes even
though boys will be enrolled in the
younger grades. Villa Maria will make ev-
ery effort to ensure that the transition goes
smoothly for our students.”

Reaction to the announcement was
mixed as many felt the unique, all-girls ex-
perience was something to cherish and
continue.

Desjardins said demographics showed
a decline in private school enrollment
across the province and Villa Maria was
no exception. With the population declin-
ing and increased competition throughout
the area, allowing boys into the school was
seen as way to enhance the institution’s
viability, she explained. Beyond that, she
noted, school officials were well aware that

co-ed education has long been the norm
across the board, from elementary on up
through university.

“We wanted girls that came to an all-
girls school to finish their school with only
girls,” said Desjardins. “Next year, we will
be accepting boys in secondary one and
two and so on. Right now, we have five to
seven boys per class.”

After a recent open house, she said next
year is looking promising as well.

“We are expecting to have 10 to 12 boys
per class with classes ranging from 30 to

35 students,” she said. “It actually exceeded
our expectations. I guess we are respond-
ing to a real need in the community.”

The integration has gone well, said Des-
jardins, noting boys were put in class-
rooms with teachers experienced in teach-
ing co-ed classes. A program was initiated
as a back-up plan in case some girls were
concerned about the integration, but it was
never needed. The school uniform needed
to be reviewed, she added, and renovations
were needed to accommodate the boys.
For example, a student lounge was reno-
vated and boys’ bathrooms were added to
the school grounds. New sports program-
ming has begun for the boys and more
programming will be added in the years
to come, she said.

“We really adjusted our offerings com-
pletely in every single aspect, in student
life and in our pedagogical approach,” she
said. “We were ready and, basically, every-
thing went really smoothly. The girls were
like, ‘well, we were going to school with
boys before, so it’s not a huge change.’ It
was more of an issue for alumnae, but a
lot of parents are happy because they can
send their daughters and now sons to the
school.”
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So far, so good: communication director Desjardins

Villa Maria half-way through first school year with boys

High school students encourage
elementary students to read

Marymount Academy students and staff pose with students and staff from Coronation Elementary
School. Photo courtesy of the EMSB.

Marymount Academy International high
school on Côte St. Luc Rd. has teamed up
with Coronation Elementary School in
Côte des Neiges for a program called “One
World, Many Stories.”

According to an English Montreal
School Board press release issued Decem-
ber 1, high school students will visit the
elementary school with the aim of men-

toring the younger students in reading
their favourite childhood books while en-
gaging them in various activities.

“The goal of the program is to foster
love of books and reading,” states spiritual
and community animator Linda Luca in
the press release. “This initiative also pro-
motes community, literacy, and peer-to-
peer authentic learning opportunities.”
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